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Escape Theory and Materialism:  
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Examples of Product Structure 
	
High	Materialis?c	Product	
	
•  Flashy	with	special	features	that	signal	status.	
•  Emphasis	on	social	gains	rather	than	func7on.	
	
•  Improves	personal	appearance	in	some	way.	
•  Quality	adver7sed	as	extension	of	consumer.	
	
Low	Materialis?c	Product	
	
•  Environmentally	friendly.	
•  Built	to	last.	
•  Good	for	health	(e.g.,	no	ar7ficial	chemicals).	
•  Focus	on	func7on	rather	than	pres7ge.	
Material	Values	Scale-Short	Form	
Belk’s	Materialism	Scale	
Aspira7on	Index	
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